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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )K Responsive to Gonrimunication(s) filed on 1 1 April 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal nnatters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qway/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clainn(s) 1-4 and 6-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1,3.4.6-9,13.14.16 and 17 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 2. 10, 11 and 15 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) n The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attach ment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 



2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) CH Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-4 and 6-17 are now pending in tke instant application. Tke prior rejection of 
claims 1-17 as Leing rejected under 35 USC 112, paragrapk kas keen witkdrawn. Applicant 
kas explained in kis remarks tkat tke color transition occurs in siiu wken a dialdekyde contacts 
tke claimed composition and forms a colored complex, tkus addressing tke Examiner's concerns. 
Tke prior rejection of claims 1-4, 7-11, 13, 14, 16 and 17 under 35 USC 102(k) kas keen 
witkdrawn in ligkt of Applicant's amendment of tke claims. Tke amendment of tke claims 
overcomes tke Egidio reference, kut a new ground of rejection is keing appked. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. Tke following is a quotation of tke appropriate paragrapks of 35 U.S.C. 102 tkat form 
tke kasis for tke rejections under tkis section made in tkis Office action: 

A person skall te entitled to a patent unless — 

(t) tke invention was patented or descriked in a printed putlication in tkis or a foreign country or in putlic use or on 
sale in tkis country, more tkan one year prior to tke date of appkcation for patent in tke United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(k) as 
keing anticipated ky USP 4,902,719 to Gerkart et al. (kerein referred to as "Gerkart"). 

Gerkart teackes a composition comprising an ornitkine derivative in an amountof 0.5- 
25%; a metkylcellulose, kydroxypropylmetkylcellulose or carkoxymetkylceUulose; water and 
etkanol. See col. 9, lines 47-64; col. 10, lines 17-19. Tke composition may furtker comprise 
an anionic detergent selected from olefin sulfonates and sulfosuccinates (col. 10, lines 9-11). 
Tke Examiner acknowledges tkat tke instant claims recite tkat tke composition ke "capakle of 
exkikiting a detectakle and measurakle color transition in response to a concentration of a 
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dialdeWde" kowever, the claimed composition is limited to components a, L and c and do not 
require tke presence of tke dialdekyde. Moreover, it is tke Examiner's position tkat since tke 
components of Gerkart are tke same as tkose instantly claimed, tke composition as claimed Ly 
Gerkart would inkerently possess tke ability to react colorimeterically to tke presence of a 
dialdekyde. Tkus, for tke reasons set fortk akove. Applicant's claimed invention is deemed to ke 
anticipated ty Gerkart. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see Paper No. 4, filed 4/11/2003, witk respect to tke 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-4, 7-11, 13, 14, 16 and 17 under 35 USC 102(k) kave teen fully 
considered and are persuasive. Tkerefore, tke rejection kas teen witkdrawn. However, upon 
furtker consideration, a new ground (s) of rejection is made in view of USP 4,902,719- 

Allowahle Suhject Matter 

4. Claims 2, 10, 11 and 15 are otjected to as teing dependent upon a rejected tase claim, 
tut would te allowatle if rewritten in independent form including all of tke limitations of tke kase 
claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Tke following is a statement of reasons for tke indication of allowatle sutject matter: tke 
prior art does not teack or suggest tke particular diamine cartoxylic acid formula of claim 2 in 
comtination witk a water-solutle polymer and a carrier comprising water; tke prior art does not 
teack or suggest tke specific polymers as claimed in claim 1 1 in comtination witk a diamino 
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carLoxylic acid and a carrier comprising water; and, tke prior art does not teack or suggest tkat 
tke polymer Le present in an amount of 0.1-5%. 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earker communications from tke 
examiner skould ke directed to Monique T. Cole wkose telepkone numker is 703-305-0447. 
Tke examiner can normally ke reacked on Monday-Tkursday from 6:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 

if attempts to reack tke examiner ky telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can ke reacked on 703-308-4037. Tke fax pkone numkers for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final communications . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to tke status of tkis application or proceeding 
skould ke directed to tke receptionist wkose telepkone numker is 703-306-0661. 

Monique T. Cole 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1743 

MC Mdx 

June 30, 2003 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1 7(X) 



